
The Friends of St Dionysius Church 
Minutes of 21st Annual General Meeting

held on

Saturday 15th February, 2020
at

The Angel Hotel, Market Harborough

Commencing 10.30am
Supporters Present: Mr J M Gilding, Chairman; Mrs J A Williams, Vice Chairman; Mr G B Tanner, Secretary; Mr D G Davies, Treasurer; Ms S Begley ; Mrs. G Bindley; Mrs M Bowman; Mrs D Brown; Mr I & Mrs M Clarkson; Mrs E Coleman; Mr J Dangerfield; Mr A D’Costa; Mr L Dodd; Mrs V Fairbrother; Mrs P Gilding; Mrs J Giles; Mr W R H & Mrs C P Hakewill; Mr K & Mrs P Hook; Mrs J Johnson; Mrs J Lee; Mr D Lunn; Mr G E & Mrs C Marshall; Rev. J Morley; Mrs S Nixon; Mr A & Mrs T Orton; Mr B Patmore; Rev. J Pickersgill [part-time]; Mrs S Rylance; Mr A Sharp; Mr J & Mrs J Snelling; Mr N & Mrs D Waite; Miss J Webb.
	1.
	Welcome
	Action

	
	Ch. John invited the Revd. James Pickersgill to open the meeting and welcome all present.  Revd. James said how delighted he was that so many supporters had attended.  He gave a very warm welcome to everyone.  He thanked The Friends for raising funds for the maintenance of the fabric of the church building.  He then opened the meeting with prayer.

	

	2.
	Apologies
	

	
	Sec. Brian handed a list of apologies to Ch. John, who read out the following names:
Mrs P Brafield ; Mr R Brookstein, Mrs J Lunn; Mr R T & Mrs D Quinn; Mr G & Mrs K Schofield; Mrs J Shailes:  Mrs B Walters; Mr A Willis.
.
	

	3.
	Minutes
	

	
	Draft Minutes of the 20th AGM held on 16th February, 2019

Ch. John confirmed that the draft minutes circulated in February 2019 and again in the 2019  newsletter required the following amendments:

Present:  INSERT – Mrs H Hearnshaw; Mrs J Johnson; Mr R & D Quinn; Revd. J. Pickersgill (part-time). DELETE -   Mrs M. Clarkson; Mrs J Coley; Mrs J. Cramphorn and Mrs S. Ward.

Treasurer’s Report

Amend ‘a significant increase – almost double, in the cost of insurance’ to read ‘there had been no increase in the cost of insurance.’

Appointment of Independent Examiner

Transfer the text printed in Item 9 to read: ‘Mr C. F. Towell having expressed his willingness to continue in office for a further year was proposed by Tr. Garry .seconded by [John – who?].  He was appointed unanimously.

Item 10 to read: ‘Ken Hook was invited to comment on the maintenance work arising from the 2019 architect’s quinquennial review of the St. Dionysius church building.
Ch. John asked if there were any questions.  There were none.  He proposed the amendments be incorporated. The proposition was put to the vote and was carried unanimously.  He then signed the amended minutes.

	

	4.
	Matters Arising
	

	
	None.


	

	5.
	Secretary’s Annual Report
	

	
	Sec. Brian requested the meeting to accept his report as published in the 2019 Newsletter.   He pointed out that since its publication, the £10,000 maximum commitment made towards the emergency repairs of the lower lucarne (window) had been revised to £9,000 & paid to the Church Council [PCC].  The meeting adopted the report.

Ch John summarised the enormous contribution Sec. Brian had made to The Friends through his committed endeavours & thanked him for his help and friendship.


	

	6.
	Treasurer’s Report
	

	
	Tr. Garry presented a detailed summary of the accounts for the year ending 30th September, 2019, which had been duly examined and signed by C.F. Towell on 15th December, 2019.  After a detailed review of the year’s activity Tr. Garry proposed they be accepted.  This was seconded by Barry Patmore and passed unanimously.  The Chairman then asked for the accounts to be adopted as proposed by Jean Webb and Seconded by Bob Hakewill.  They were adopted unanimously.

Ch. John thanked Tr. Garry for his dedicated expertise during a difficult year for him.


	

	7.
	Chairman’s Summary and Remarks
	

	
	Ch. John noted 2019 had been an exceptionally busy and successful year all round in terms of event variety, socially and financially.

He had been delighted with the success of the 21st Birthday Party, hosted by Vice-Ch. Joan and her two assistants – Sue Rylance and Val Fairbrother.  The most enjoyable afternoon had been provided as a ‘Thank you’ for all the support and friendship given to The Friends committee. 

A précis of Ch John’s thoughts and thanks had been documented in the 2019 annual newsletter, prepared by, Val Fairbrother and Brian Tanner.  He thanked both of them once again.  He also thanked all the executive committee members for their support.

Ch. John noted 

a] The need for the Friends to use new technology e. g. The Internet.

b] During 2019 a new platform and website had been installed

c] Procedures for entering content has to be implemented urgently early in 2020. 

This will lead to more frequent publication of the ‘Windows’, which will replace the printed annual Newsletter 

d] His thanks to our advertisers for their contribution and his encouragement of the
Friends to support them. 

e] In 2020 St. Dionysius Church was going to be CLOSED for an internal 

reordering project and would not be available to host the Friends concerts and 

evening entertainments.  However, we had recently been informed that the

reordering project would be postponed to 2021.  The church building would 

be available for The Friends to use during 2020!  The committee had started work 

on creating a programme.  Unfortunately Chorus Amici is fully booked and 

is not available for the Holy Week Reflection.  Other events are in the pipeline.  The 

2020 summer outing date and destination will be published in mid March. 

f] it is his hope that everyone would  continue to bring friends to Friends events to support the quest  financially to maintain the iconic Grade I listed building called St. Dionysius Church, bearing in mind  the  banner  ‘Conservation, Heritage, Community’. 
	

	8.
	Election of Honorary Officers and The Executive Committee Members
	

	
	Ch. John invited George Marshall to take the Chair.  He then read out the list of present members of the committee who had been nominated and were willing and able to continue for another year.  There being no further nominations from the floor, it was moved that the officers & committee members plus Theresa Orton be elected en bloc for the coming year.  This was carried unanimously.

Having been duly re-elected, the Chairman resumed his seat & thanked George Marshall for his assistance. 

Chairman - John Gilding

Vice-Chairman - Joan Williams

Secretary – No nominations 

Treasurer – Garry Davies

Nominations for The Executive Committee

Les Dodd

Val Fairbrother

Ken Hook

George Marshall

Andrew Orton

Theresa Orton

Sue Rylance

Brian Tanner

There being no further nominations from the floor, Ch. John was invited to return to the Chair.

	

	9.
	Appointment of Independent Examiner for the coming year
	

	
	Mr C F Towell, having expressed his willingness to continue in office for a further year, was proposed by Tr. Garry and seconded by Ch. John.  He was appointed unanimously.


	

	10.
	New Friends
	

	
	Ch. John confirmed that Sue Rylance had taken over the administration of New Friends recruitment from the retired Peter Raybould, who had moved away to be near his family,.  She was already actively involved in the role.


	

	11.
	Any Other Business
	

	
	There being no other matters, the meeting was closed at 11.25am.

	


